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Why should this matter to 
Christians? 
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The earth is the Lord’s  
(Psalm 24.1) 



May the Lord rejoice in his 
works!  (Psalm 104.24) 



• “All that we have,  life and the means of 
life,  comes to us as gift”. 

 

• “The beauty and harmony of God’s 
creation is for all cultures a source of 
human well-being, spiritual nourishment 
and joy”. 



‘[Christ] is the image of the invisible God, 
the firstborn of all creation, for in him all 
things in heaven and on earth were 
created…in him all things hold 
together…through him God was pleased to 
reconcile to himself all things… on earth or 
in heaven,  making peace through the 
blood of his cross.’ Col.1.15f. 

 

In Christ all things hold 
together 



 

 

Global warming is changing more than the 
climate 



• changing weather patterns will impact 
on human life 

• floods 

• deserts 

• rising sea levels 

• huge movement of migration 

• health risks 

• food security 

Global warming 



Climate change is changing our 
relationship to the planet: 

•“weather makers” 

•questions about our human relationship 
to the natural world 

•the purposes for which we live 

•the goals of human activity 

Climate change 



Climate change 

• How do we understand “Nature” 

 

We see “Nature” as: 

•   wilderness? 

•   outdoor leisure centre? 

•   that part of creation which is not us? 

•   supply depot for human needs? 



Climate change forces us to reflect on the 
role of technology 

 

•the source of our problems 

•is it also the solution? 

 

•Is ‘nature’ just there for us to 
manipulate? 

Climate change 



Climate change faces us with our innate 
selfishness,  and how we can generate 
altruism.     

 

Are we ready for,  capable of,  global 
cooperation? 

Climate change 



Moral and spiritual questions: 

•human fragility and vulnerability 

 

•the needs of future generations – 

our grandchildren,  and theirs. 

 

•the priority of the poor 

Climate change 



The people most affected will be in the 
poorest and most disadvantaged parts of 
the world, especially sub-Saharan Africa. 

 

They have contributed least to climate 
change,  and are least able to adapt. 

Climate change 
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Climate change and risk to societies 
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• David Milliband, when 

Environment Secretary 

said (May 2007): 

 

“Climate is not just an 

environmental or economic 

issue; it is a moral and 

ethical one.” 

 



Questions for Christians (and 
others) 

• So climate change is facing us with: 

• our relationship to the rest of creation; 

• the trust we place in technology;  

• our selfishness and altruism; 

• our values, hopes and goals; 

• our moral obligations towards others; 

• our fears and vulnerabilities about the future. 

 

 

 



 

 

These are all spiritual issues foundational 
to or related to the Christian Gospel. 



One theological category which holds 
many of these themes together is 

 

Covenant 



• Covenant is a relationship based on a 
promise 

• God makes covenants with people  

–  Abraham 

–  Moses 

–  David 

Covenant 



   Behind all these there is a 
 

 

   Cosmic covenant 

 

 

   between God and the whole of creation 

Covenant 



“This is like the days of Noah to me:  Just 
as I swore that the waters of Noah would 
never again go over the earth,  so I have 
sworn that I will not be angry with you… 
For the mountains may depart and the hills 
be removed,  but my steadfast love shall 
not depart from you,  and my covenant of 
peace shall not be removed,  says the 
LORD,  who has compassion on you.” 

Isaiah 54. 9 – 10 



“When the bow is in the clouds,  I will see 
it and remember the everlasting covenant 
between God and every living creature of 
all flesh that is on  the earth.” 

Genesis 9. 16 



 

 

• all creatures receive their life from God 

 

• other creatures were there for God long 
before humanity! 



God 

Israel         Land 

Humanity            Earth 



Covenant and: 
 

• Creation 

• Responsibility 

• Sabbath 

• Neighbour love 

• Justice 

• Hope   



Creation as covenanted gift 

• Seeing Nature as “Creation” 

 

• Interdependence   (Gen 2) 

• Awesome distance: where were you? (Job 38) 

• “This is good”  (Gen 1) 

• Cosmos as God’s Temple?  -  humanity as 
creation’s “priest” 

 

 

 



• Covenant is the inner meaning of 
creation 

 

• Christian have sometimes been guilty of 
exploiting “nature”,  forgetting that: 

 

 “The earth is the Lords”  (Ps 24.1). 

Creation as covenanted gift 



In the Genesis 2, 

 

God’s man and woman 

are given responsibility 

“to guard and to protect” 

the garden.  

Creation as covenanted gft 



“You have given them dominion over the 
works of your hands”  (Psalm 8.6) 

 

•the context of human reverence and 
wonder;    

•humanity is “crowned”  with the kingly 
task of taking care of “the works of 
God’s hands.” 

Responsibility of Royal Service 



The true king is committed to the cause 
of the poor and saves the needy from 
oppression. Proper care of the planet is a 
way of loving our neighbours  

  

• those in other countries 

• those not yet born 

Responsibility of Royal Service 



• The Sabbath is about covenant joy 

– Rest and reflection lead to worship,  
refreshment and enjoyment 

– “delight in the Lord” (Isaiah 58.14) 

 

• Sabbath is about the enjoyment of the 
created order,  and about reflection on 
the needs of others. 

The Sabbath 



“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me,  
because he has anointed me to bring 
good news to the poor.  He has sent me 
to proclaim release to the captives and 
recovery of sight to the blind,  to let the 
oppressed go free,  to proclaim the year 
of the Lord’s favour.” 

Luke 4. 16f. 



Sabbath: 

 

•  Wonder 

•  Recreation 

•  The sacredness of creation 

•  Technological fix not enough 
  

   



Sabbath 

• Humankind is easily ensnared in the 
culture of ownership…the desire to have 
possessions can consume a person’s 
waking hours.   In the midst of this, the 
Christian is called to stop:  completely, 
properly, for a period of time. Not just 
to pause … before carrying on 
consuming,  but to take a deep dive into 
God’s peace. Sharing God’s Planet p.27 



You shall love your neighbour 

• Neighbour love is not only for our family 
and friends,  but for the poorest parts of 
the world,  and future generations 

• Neighbour love requires us to reduce 
our consumption of energy 

• Neighbour love motivates us towards 
hospitality towards ‘climate refugees’ 



“What does the Lord require of you, but 
to do justice,  and to love kindness,  and 
to walk humbly with your God?” 
 
(Micah 6.8) 

Justice is the social expression of 
neighbour love 



“Happy are those… whose hope is in the 
LORD their God,  who made heaven and 
earth,  the sea and all that is in them;   
who keeps faith for ever;  who executes 
justice for the oppressed;  who gives food 
to the hungry.” 
 
(Psalm 146) 

Justice is the covenant obligation 



Sustainable development goes hand in 
hand with the obligations forced on us by 
climate change: 

•the alleviation of poverty 

•an equitable distribution of the rich 
resources of God’s earth 

•environmental conservation 

•fair and just adaptation to climate change 

Sustainable development 



Justice and the economy 

“A primary driver of climate change is the 
belief that prosperity depends on limitless 
consumption of earth’s resources.   

 We need to move to a sustainable 
economy based on human flourishing and 
the well-being of all God’s creation – not 
exploitation, overconsumption, waste and 
debt”. 



The earth dries up and withers;  the world 
languishes;  the earth lies polluted under 
its inhabitants.   For they have 
transgressed laws, violated the statutes, 
broken the everlasting covenant.  
Therefore a curse devours the earth,  and 
its inhabitants suffer for their guilt. 

     Isa. 24. 4f. 

 

Broken Covenent 
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Human flourishing 

• Model by Kate 

Raworth, Oxfam 

• Planetary 

boundaries plus 

social foundations - 

basic standards for 

human flourishing 

• How can we hope 

for this without the 

transforming work 

of the Holy Spirit, 

manifest in the 

action of the 

Church as prophet, 

partner and 

pioneer? 



The vision of the whole creation renewed 
in Christ  
 

“New heaven and new earth” in which 
there is joy,  justice and ecological 
harmony  (Isaiah 65. 17 -25) 

“The whole creation is in labour, longing 
for God’s new world to be born.” 
(Romans 8. 22 – 24) 

Hope is the covenant goal 



Act with hope 

 

• Hope in God motivates us towards 
transformative action 

• Despair is not a Christian option:    

• The coming of Christ’s kingdom ‘on 
earth as it is in heaven’. 



Church and Earth Report 2009 



“…working by 2020 towards dis-
investment from fossil fuel extraction and 
supply companies and towards a portfolio 
that is carbon-neutral, whilst offering 
maximal return for minimal environmental 
and social impacts.” 

  Church and Earth p. 37 



  

 

 

 “The kingdom of God is creation healed” 

     Hans Kung 



The resurrection of Jesus reaffirms 

God’s commitment to the 

whole of creation 

and is the 

first step in  

the 

new creation. 

 



 

 

“Our Father in heaven….Your kingdom 
 come, on earth as it is in                         
 heaven.” 

 



• O God,  who set before us the great 
hope that your Kingdom shall come on 
earth and taught us to pray for its 
coming:   give us grace to discern the 
signs of its dawning and to work for the 
perfect day when the whole world shall 
reflect your glory;  through Jesus Christ 
our  Lord.   Amen. 


